A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
Garnett. Garnett was put in the Tower, the governor of which
was ordered to pretend sympathy and give him freedom to
communicate with another priest. Their conversations were
overheard by Government spies secreted near by. Garnett
was not proved to have said anything that would have in-
criminated him, but he injured himself by first denying that
the conversations had been held at all and then admitting them.
He was put to death on May 9, 1606, by which date the episode
of the Gunpowder Plot may be said to end.
protestant england fairly launched
Character of James I. James I of England and VI of
Scotland, whose secure reign begins after the Gunpowder Plot,
was to Englishmen a foreigner. He spoke Scotch rather than
English, with an accent so pronounced that many Englishmen
could hardly understand him. He was at that moment a man
of just on forty, large, ungainly, with legs so weak that he was
always leaning against people or things—usually people—and
a clumsy mouth with a tongue too big for it, and eyes that
rolled in his head. He had an excellent intelligence and very
wide reading, and, after his fashion, a strong will, determined
to maintain the principle of monarchy. He did not appreciate
how the increasing financial difficulties of the Crown would
rapidly undermine monarchy in his own time and destroy it in
his son's. He had a vivid but odd and twisted imagination,
too much interested in witchcraft, demons, and torture; and
he was inclined to be vicious, with an absurd dependence upos
young favourites, of whom the last, Villiers (Buckingham), really
shared with him the rule of England in the second half of his
reign. But he was fairly energetic, and filled his court with
rough horse-play. In religion he had been mainly brought up
Calvinist, and the Calvinist influence was always strong in h*™,
but he was acutely sensitive to the prestige of Catholicism, as
being the general European religion and that of all the great
courts of the day, for, like all English monarchs since the
Middle Ages, he was eager to affirm that the King of England
was equal to the King of Spain or the King of France, thoi^i
possessed of far less resources and population. He was deter-
mined not to have the Calvinist form of Church government,
bat to insist upon bishops in Scotland as well as in
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